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Week Ending Friday, October 12, 2001

Proclamation 7479—Death of
Michael J. Mansfield

October 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of
Michael J. Mansfield, retired Majority Lead-
er of the United States Senate and Ambas-
sador of the United States to Japan, I hereby
order, by the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent of the United States by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America,
that on the day of his interment, the flag of
the United States shall be flown at half-staff
at the White House and upon all public
buildings and grounds, at all military posts
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United
States and its Territories and possessions
until sunset on such day. I also direct that
the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the
same lengths of time at all United States em-
bassies, legations, consular offices, and other
facilities abroad, including all military facili-
ties and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7480—Fire Prevention
Week, 2001
October 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The well-being of our Nation’s citizens re-

quires that families, communities, emer-
gency workers, and health professionals work
together to ensure the highest levels of pub-
lic safety. This goal is particularly important
with respect to fire prevention. The 2000 Na-
tional Fire Experience Survey, conducted by
the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), reveals that fire claimed more than
4,000 American lives last year. In 2000, fire
killed someone every 130 minutes and in-
jured someone every 24 minutes. Fire also
takes a significant economic toll on America,
accounting for more than $11 billion in prop-
erty loss last year.

In the United States, fires caused by cook-
ing, heating, or electricity amount to almost
half of all home fires. These accidental fires,
though common, are also among the most
preventable. Their high rates of occurrence
point to the vital importance of safety and
knowledge in helping to prevent these types
of fires and thereby avoid the tragic deaths
and serious injuries that they can cause.

This year marks the annual observance of
Fire Prevention Week, sponsored by the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association. The
event’s theme, ‘‘Cover the Bases and Strike
Out Fire,’’ encourages children and families
to take an active role in preventing home
fires and the injuries and deaths they cause,
by conducting home fire safety inspections
and preparing and practicing home fire drills.
The NFPA is joining forces with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, through
the United States Fire Administration, and
with fire departments throughout the coun-
try to raise awareness of the leading causes
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of home fires and encourage the actions that
may be taken to prevent them. I urge all
Americans to learn more about fire preven-
tion and to take steps to better ensure the
safety of our homes, places of work, and
other public structures.

During this year’s observance, I also call
on Americans to join me in expressing appre-
ciation for the devotion and dedication of our
Nation’s firefighters and other emergency re-
sponse personnel. These brave men and
women provide the first line of emergency
response to a multitude of disasters and risk
their own security and well-being to save the
lives of others. As recent events in our Nation
have demonstrated, these fine Americans
truly exemplify selfless service and heroism.
They serve to make our towns, cities, and
communities safer places for all.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 7
through October 13, 2001, as Fire Prevention
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this day with appropriate
programs and activities and to renew efforts
to prevent fires and their tragic con-
sequences for human health and safety.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7481—German-
American Day, 2001
October 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, on October 6, we recognize

German Americans for their many contribu-
tions to our Nation. From the first German
immigrants who accompanied Captain John
Smith to Jamestown more than 300 years ago
to the more than 7 million Germans who
have since followed them to our shores,
Americans of German descent have played
a vital role in establishing the strength of our
country’s democratic spirit. Throughout our
history, German Americans have contributed
to every facet of the American experience.

German-American soldiers valiantly
served our country during the American Rev-
olution. General Frederick Wilhelm von
Steuben helped train the Continental Army
at Valley Forge; and General Nicholas Her-
kimer led German settlers in New York’s
Mohawk Valley in one of the war’s bloodiest
battles. German Americans also have influ-
enced greatly our artistic heritage. Emanuel
Leutze’s 1851 painting, ‘‘Washington Cross-
ing the Delaware River,’’ remains a cherished
and recognized symbol of American courage
and determination.

German Americans advanced our civic lib-
erties through their strong support for free-
dom of the press. As publisher of the New
York Weekly Journal, John Peter Zenger
championed the rights of citizens to criticize
elected officials in print. The German-lan-
guage newspaper Pennsylvania Staatsbote
published the first printed copy of the Dec-
laration of Independence. And in directing
The New York Times through modernization
in the early 20th century, Adolph Ochs
helped set a new standard for balanced and
innovative reporting.

Many German Americans who settled here
brought with them values that enhanced and
developed the American commitment to
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